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Priesthood Ordination Remarks 2026 

Bishop Barres 

St. Agnes Cathedral 

June 20, 2026 
On June 11, 2026, the American Bishops consecrated the United States of America 
to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. On June 12, 2026, Bishop Robert Coyle 
consecrated the Diocese of Rockville Centre to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

At this Priesthood Ordination, I consecrate all of our efforts to promote and cultivate 
a rich harvest of holy vocations to the Catholic priesthood on Long Island to the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

June is the month of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and today we celebrate Our 
Lord’s gift of three new priests, three new shepherds after His own heart! 

As your Bishop and the Successor of the Apostles on Long Island, I am pleased to 
present to you, the People of God, Fr. Patrick O’Brien, Fr. Dillon Vita and Fr. 
Nicholas Waldron! 

Brothers, you have been ordained to serve, and I am pleased to announce again your 
first assignments where you will begin a lifetime of priestly service.  

Fr. O’Brien, you will serve at the parish and school of St. William the Abbot in 
Seaford with the pastor Fr. Joe Fitzgerald. 

You grew up in Riverhead with your parents, Richard and Kathleen, and your two  
sisters, Megan and Shannon. Your home parish is St. John the Evangelist in 
Riverhead. Both Fr. O’Brien and Fr. Waldron grew up as parishioners of St. John the 
Evangelist and so we thank and celebrate with that great parish today. 

You attended twelve years of Catholic School, at St. John the Evangelist in 
Riverhead, Our Lady of Mercy Regional School in Cutchogue, and Bishop McGann-
Mercy Diocesan High School in Riverhead. Your deep experience of the presence of 
Jesus in the Mass and Eucharist Adoration moved you to begin to discern a call to 
the priesthood.  



2 
 

 

The Holy Spirit prepared you for the priesthood in many other creative ways! Like 
Pope St. John Paul II, from an early age, you were involved as an actor in plays and 
musicals at the educational, community, and professional levels. As a young man, 
you worked at the Long Island Aquarium in Riverhead in the education department, 
working with the marine life, giving lectures, and conducting tours. You and Fr. 
Waldron both worked there (Fr. Waldron as a short-order cook) and engaged in 
spirited conversations about the Catholic Faith with employees and visitors alike.  
Each of you studied Catholic apologetics and began to grow in your capacity to give 
a reason for the Catholic Faith within you. 

While studying at the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, you worked as a 
Resident Assistant, graduating in 2019 with a Bachelor of Arts in Theology. You then 
entered the seminary for the Diocese of Rockville Centre and spent three years 
studying philosophy and theology at Theological College at the Catholic University 
of America in Washington DC, followed by three years of theology and formation at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary. Your parish assignments in the Diocese have been at St. 
Joseph’s, Babylon, Curé of Ars, Merrick, St. William the Abbot, Seaford, St. 
Patrick’s, Huntington, St. Martha and Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in Uniondale 
and Roosevelt, and Notre Dame and Holy Spirit in New Hyde Park. 

Your Masters paper at the seminary directed by Fr. Matthew Ernest is entitled, The 
Two Modern Formulas of the Apostolic Pardon (from the Pastoral Care of the Sick: 
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum): An Examination of their History, Theology and 
Pastoral Implications. 

The final sentence of your study indicates your pastoral commitment and sensitivity 
to the dying that all priests share: “Having received the Apostolic Pardon, the dying 
person, as well as any family or others present, can receive peace, consolation, and 
have a well-grounded hope in the final moments of one’s pilgrimage from this life 
to life eternal.” 

Fr. Dillon Vita, you will serve in Long Beach at St. Ignatius Martyr, St. Mary’s of 
the Isle and Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal in Point Lookout as well as Long 
Beach Catholic school with the pastor, Fr. Brian Barr. 

You grew up in Melville as a parishioner of St. Elizabeth of Hungary with your 
parents, Bill and Eileen, your three brothers Matthew, Keith, your twin Neil, and  
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your sister Mollie. You were inspired by St. Francis of Assisi and the Franciscan 
Brothers of Brooklyn at St. Anthony’s High School. For your undergraduate studies, 
you double-majored in Biochemistry, Cell, and Molecular Biology and Philosophy, 
with an English minor at the University of Scranton. You loved the Jesuit charism, 
the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius, the emphasis on contemplation and action and 
a powerful service trip to El Salvador where you were inspired by the martyr saint, 
Archbishop Oscar Romero who is our diocesan patron for the critical intention of 
comprehensive immigration reform.  

With your scientific, philosophical and theological background, you are a young 
priest, like Bishop Luis Romero, who can evangelize by discussing the harmony of 
Catholic Faith and Reason and the harmony of Catholic Faith and Science. As 
Catholic particle physicist Professor Stephen Barr points out, the Catholic Church 
has been the greatest advocate of ethical scientific development in history. 

After college, you served in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Camden, New Jersey. You 
then began working at DRG International, a biotech company in New Jersey, as a 
Product Quality Assistant, where you helped test the various viral blood assays that 
the company produced and eventually worked at United Biomedical on Long Island. 
You entered the seminary for the Diocese of Rockville Centre, studied for one year 
at the Catholic University of America and for three years at St. Joseph’s Seminary 
in Dunwoodie. While in seminary, you served in pastoral assignments at Maria 
Regina in Seaford, St. Dominic in Oyster Bay, and St. Anne in Brentwood. 

Your Masters’ paper at St. Joseph’s seminary was directed by the rector, Bishop 
James Massa, and entitled, “De Memorando Traditione: Yves Congar and Hans Urs 
von Balthasar on Retrieving Tradition in an Age of Forgetting.” 

In your Introduction, you write: “The theological projects of both Yves Congar and 
Hans Urs von Balthasar…each attempt to re-source the tradition in order to respond 
to modern questions concerning the nature of revelation. In their understanding of 
the term ‘tradition,’ Congar and Balthasar follow the definition of Vatican II’s Dei 
Verbum: ‘(Tradition) comes from the Apostles and develops in the Church with the 
help of the Holy Spirit…The words of the Holy Fathers witness to the presence of 
this living tradition, whose wealth is poured into the practice and life of the believing 
and praying Church.’ (8)” 
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Fr. Waldron, you will serve St. Brigid parish in Westbury this summer with the 
pastor, Fr. John Sureau. The parish loved you as a seminarian.  How beautiful it will 
be for that vibrant and diverse parish community to experience you as a newly 
ordained Catholic priest!   

You will then return in September to the Pontifical North American College and the 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (the Angelicum) as a priest graduate 
student to complete your STL Licentiate in Moral Theology where you will focus 
your research and writing on Pope Leo XIV’s recent encyclical Magnifica 
Humanitas and its Catholic ethical guidance in regard to the relationship between 
Artificial Intelligence and its application to medicine and health care.  

We are excited that you have become part of a rich network of Catholic AI experts 
and ethicists who are assisting the Vicar of Christ, Pope Leo XIV, to be a Light of 
Jesus Christ and a Light of Moral Truth in the heart of the new Industrial Revolution. 

You grew up in Aquebogue, NY with your parents Debbie and John, and your sister 
Alicia. Since you were 8 years old, you were an altar server at your home parish of 
St. John the Evangelist. You attended Riverhead High School where you were the 
Commanding Officer of your NJROTC Unit. You performed in numerous High 
School music groups while playing many instruments such as the Tuba and the Bass 
Trombone and you played First Tuba in the New York State Band Directors 
Association Symphonic Band in March of 2016. 

You first began thinking about the priesthood at a confirmation retreat in 7th grade. 
After graduating from Riverhead High School in 2016, you began living at Cathedral 
Seminary House of Formation in Douglaston and you studied philosophy at St. 
John’s University.  In 2018, you moved to Theological College, where you joined 
the Basselin program and completed a Licentiate in Philosophy at the Catholic 
University of America in 2021. You did your Ph. L. thesis on the philosophical 
thought of Friedrich Nietzsche. You understand at a deep level the consequences that 
ideas and philosophies have in history.   

The Light of Christ’s Truth animates and uplifts history.  The deceptions of the Prince 
of Darkness send humanity down the roads of self-destruction and the moral 
tragedies that occur, for instance, in the horrific embrace of concentration camp 
logic. 
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In 2021, you began at the Pontifical North American College in Rome where you 
studied theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. During your time in Rome, 
you worked as a tour guide in St. Peter’s Basilica and a chaplain at the remote 
campuses of Duquesne University and the Catholic University of America. At NAC, 
you were elected as the Student Government President and worked as an event 
planner for the college. You served one summer in a parish in Melbourne, Australia 
and you served on your pastoral year  at St. Brigid’s parish in Westbury. 

Having returned to Rome in 2025, you were ordained a deacon in October of 2025 
in St. Peter’s Basilica.  Your deep love for the Eternal City developed in your serving 
as a tour guide at St. Peter’s Basilica for a wide range of international groups.  This 
experience, in turn, has inspired in you a priestly desire to help lead the people you 
serve to Eternal Life.  

You will be assigned to a parish in the Diocese in June 2027. 

Brothers, today you are surrounded by much love and affection.  Allow me to express 
my deep gratitude to your families, who formed you into the men and priests you 
have become. 

I thank Bishop James Massa and Msgr. Thomas Powers, the faculties of St. Joseph's 
Seminary, the Pontifical North American College, Theological College at the 
Catholic University of America, and the Cathedral Seminary House of Formation in 
Douglaston for their fine work of preparing you for the priesthood.   

Our Vicar for Clergy and Pastoral Planning Fr. Lachlan Cameron, our Director of 
Seminarians Fr. Walter Kedjierski, our Vocation Director, Fr. John Crozier, and our 
previous Vocation Directors Fr. Sean Magaldi and Fr. Joe Fitzgerald, helped to 
shepherd Fr. O’Brien, Fr. Vita and Fr. Waldron throughout their seminary years.   

I’m grateful to Fr. Crozier for his years serving as our Diocesan Vocation Director, 
and for all his dedication casting nets at St. Anthony’s High School as the chaplain 
and casting nets throughout Nassau and Suffolk counties with such dedication and 
creativity.   

I’m grateful to Fr. Liam McDonald who will begin as Diocesan Vocation Director 
this September after he concludes his time as pastor of St. Therese in Montauk. Last 
Saturday, Fr. Liam celebrated the 5:00 PM Mass in Montauk. He then got in his car 
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and drove to St. Barnabas Bellmore to participate in a young adult Vocations panel 
and discussion. He then got back in his car and arrived through the pre-US Open 
traffic at Shinnecock at 12:30 AM ready to go for Sunday morning Masses at St. 
Therese! Needless to say, he’s already casting the nets from Bellmore to Montauk! 

My gratitude goes to them and to all the bishops, pastors, priests, deacons, religious 
and parishioners who walked with you in your pastoral assignments. Their holy 
example, pastoral charity and artistry will remain with you throughout your 
priesthood.   

It is deeply moving for me to look out at all of you, as the Successor of the Apostles 
on Long Island, and to know how deeply you all understand how critical the Catholic 
priesthood is to the mission of the Church and to the World. 

As we approach the 250th anniversary of our nation on July 4th, and the Beatification 
of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen in St. Louis on September 24th, we give thanks for 
heroic, courageous, holy and missionary Catholic priests in American history, world 
history and salvation history.  

In The Priest is Not His Own (1963), Archbishop Sheen describes the relationship 
between the ordained Catholic priest and the cosmic missionary mysticism of the 
Catholic Mass. He writes: “In the Consecration, Christ renews His sacrifice in an 
unbloody manner. The act of love that prompted that sacrifice is eternal, for He is 
the Lamb ‘slain in sacrifice ever since the world was made’ (Rev 13:8). Each time 
the priest speaks the words of consecration, he applies Calvary and its fruits to a 
particular place and a particular time. Localized at one point in space and one 
moment in time, Calvary is now universalized in space and time.  The priest takes 
the Cross of Calvary with Christ still hanging on it, and he plants it in New York, 
Paris, Cairo and Tokyo and in the poorest mission of the world.  We are not alone at 
the altar; we are in horizontal relations with Africa, Asia, our own parish, our city – 
everyone.”1  

May we all live deeply the shared mystical insight of both Pope St. John Paul II and 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen:  

 
1 Bishop Fulton Sheen, The Priest Is Not His Own, (San Franciso: Ignatius Press, 2004 but originally published in 
1963), 43. 
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Every Mass has a cosmic significance.   

Every Mass is celebrated on the Altar of the World!2 

In solidarity with Fr. O’Brien, Fr. Vita and Fr. Waldron and in tribute to them and 
their families today, we pray, sacrifice and carry Crosses daily for a rich harvest of 
vocations to the priesthood on Long Island and the universal Church.   

God bless you, your families and the People of God of Long Island on this day of 
your Ordination to the Priesthood! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Pope Saint John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Ecclesia de Eucharistia (8), April 17, 2003. 
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