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TURNING

The misuse of opioids and resulting addictions has become a public health
crisis in our country. An estimated 1.7 million Americans suffer from a
substance use disorder. Eighty percent of people who use heroin first
misused prescription opioid pain killers. And every day, 130 people die

following an opioid drug overdose.

B —

efforts, educating, advocating, and fundraising
for valuable programs. They inform school
children and other community groups about
prevention. They provide understanding,
compassion and support to others who are
experiencing addiction in their families.

altering. For the rest of us, myself included,
perhaps we think about addictions when the
evening news reports the overdose death of
some Hollywood celebrity, but then we quickly
forget, and go about our daily lives. We can’t
. afford to do that any longer.

Those are the statistics. But behind each number is a

face, a name, a family struggling or destroyed. Catholic
New Yorkers Maureen and Ken Provost know the pain
: all too well. Five years ago, they lost their only child,

. - . Dan, at the age of 23, to a drug overdose.
KATHLEEN M. :
GALLAGHER :

a Long Island native . was a swimmer and a Boy Scout who loved animals and

is the director of :
pro-life activities for :

the New York State i removal of his wisdom teeth would change the course
GRS GOREETER, oo (e Goreer
based in Albany. : :

He was a smart, athletic, and daring young man. He

played a mean game of ping pong. Little did his parents
know that a prescription for Oxycodone following the

The disease of addiction took hold of Dan and turned

the family’s life upside down - alcohol, marijuana, pill
opioids and heroin. Hospital emergency visits, arrests,
a car accident, inpatient detox, outpatient care were
. many challenging moments. At the time of his death,
Dan had been on a significant road to recovery, but one
slip was all it took.

At Dan’s funeral, Maureen and Ken vowed that Dan’s

death would not be in vain. They have immersed
themselves in drug prevention and recovery

For the Provosts, the opioid crisis was life

———
RESPECT LIFE

INTO é&/n

We are the church, the Body of
Christ, the field hospital. We must
step up to take care of our sisters
and brothers who are hurting. We
must intervene to save lives. Pope
Francis has called drug addiction
an evil that is gravely harmful to
health, life and society.

There is much we can do in our little corner of the
vineyard. Pray for those who are struggling with addiction,
that they may find strength and healing through the Lord.
Make a donation to a prevention or recovery program
on the frontlines of this battle.

Volunteer your time and talents at a community center
or begin a support program in your own parish. Dispose
of unused medications properly through a police or
government-sponsored drug take back program. Urge
your elected representatives to expand treatment
options. Do not judge

Dan Provost could have easily been my child. Or your
child. Indeed, he was a child of God, an unrepeatable
and sacred gift with a unique personal story, not some
broken object or reckless junkie. He was a young man
with a disease in need of healing and hope. Let’s honor
his memory and respect his dignity by raising awareness
and doing our part.

7 | &
“Ever this day, be at my side ...”

Office for the Protection of Children and
Young People - Diocese of Rockville Centre

Confidential Hotline Number; 516-594-9063




CLASSIFIED ADS

To advertise in this magazine

or licatholic.org contact
The Long Island Catholic ad team at:

516.678.5800, ext. 301

WANTED: ALL AUTOS
We visit you! With $$ or
donate to Little St. Nick Foundation
for tax deduction Plus Ca$h!!

DONATIONS 51 6-VAN-CA RS

OTHER

Don't be
Alone...

Come enjoy new

friendships & live
music in a fun faith-
filled atmosphere!

SITUATIONS
WANTED

PARISH
SOCIAL MINISTRY

RichardDB42@
hotmail.com

240-678-2208 ()
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Thirty new seminarians

BISHOP BARRES is celebrating 30 years of
priesthood this year and has asked for us to
pray that 30 new seminarians - one for each
year of his priesthood - enter the seminary in
August 2020. As the mother of a son who will
begin college in August 2020, this prayer request
seemed particularly timely.

Although | would love to be the mother of a
priest, it never really occurred to me to encourage
him on the path to the priesthood in any concrete
way. Perhaps it is because | do not really see him
as having the temperament of a priest. He is such
a science buff that | always pictured him squinting
an eye into a microscope or scuba diving for
specimens in a lagoon somewhere. | genuinely
have never pictured him as a priest.

Yet, as | look upon the priests we have known
and loved over the years, | wonder if | would have
pictured them as priests if we met them years ago.
They were once in the military or practicing law or
studying business or teaching at the public school.

How often do we hear vocation stories of men
who were anything from hero firefighters to drug
addicts? The only thing they have in common is
that they are called.

God doesn’t look for someone with the perfect
“temperament of a priest.” He plants a seed within
the heart of the man he wants and equips him
to do the job.

Years ago, | remember a five-year-old friend of
my children’s fishing for catfish with a big bucket
on the edge of a pond. The steps he leaned on
crumbled and he fell in, coming up covered in

mud and muck.

| remember another little boy,
about 11-years-old, playing the
lead role in the show Oliver in
our parish play. | remember
another learning to ice skate and
sharing his candy with friends
at the rink every week.

They were good, lively boys
like so many others, with nothing out of the
ordinary about them. Yet, they are all studying for
the priesthood now. If | had been sent to predict
priests from among the boys we knew 10 or 15
years ago, | would not have pegged any of them.

A very good priest friend once told us that all
throughout his life, whenever he and his father
would discuss professions - whether they were
considering law or medicine or anything else -
his father would always add, “but of course the
greatest calling would be to become a priest.”

It seems like such a small thing to say, yet it
was a powerful encouragement that bore great
fruit. As my older son gets ready for college and
my younger son prepares for his confirmation,
you may be sure | will be slipping in that phrase
now and then.

ALICE

GUNTHER

is a wife, mother
of nine children
and a parishioner
at St. Paul the
Apostle Parish

in Brookville.
alicegunther.com

There was once a young man who played
basketball for Princeton and studied Management
at NYU, not the usual path to the priesthood.
Yet, he is now our bishop. May God bless Bishop
Barres on his 30th anniversary of ordination and
grant him his prayer of 30 new seminarians to
bless our diocese. T
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As I approach my 30th anniversary of
Ordination to the Priesthood on October 21,
2019, I would ask your prayers for a very
special and specific intention for the future of
the Catholic Church on Long Island.

Pray that 30 young men - 30 seminarians for
30 ‘years of priesthood — will enter the
seminary in August 2020.

Let’s call on the Holy Spirit together to provide
a rich harvest of vocations to the priesthood
for Long Island!

And let’s express our gratitude to the holy and
dedicated priests who serve us with such Good
Samaritan dedication each day in our
evangelizing parishes.

Gratefully in Christ,

‘;,M O [Parnst

ost Reverend John O. Barres
\_Bishop of Rockville Centre



