
New Lobby Completed and Blessed and  
Officially Opened on the Feast of St. Bernard 
In April 2018 the parish of Saint Bernard began an project to deal with a leaking church tower and the lack of gathering space 
for funerals, weddings and weekly Masses. Originally priced at $1.75 million, the project included adding a traditional church  
steeple as well as rebuilding the room that was under the soon to be demolished tower. 
 

Over the next few years many generous parishioners contributed to the “Let’s Build! Campaign 
and were supported by local businesses, with especially generous donations from Dalton and O’Shea funeral homes. During the 
fundraising period it became clear that an original ambitious plan to retire aging buildings and consolidate them into a fully ren-
ovated convent building would cost at least double the amount we were aiming to raise and a feasibility study suggested that a 
$3.5 million fundraising campaign was not realistic. So it was up to the creativity of architects and contractors to accomplish our 
goals in the existing space at a price we coud afford.  
 

                 Enter Ted Blach. Ted had recently retired as village clerk for the Village of Westbury and had vast experience in 
      contracts and supervision of municipal projects. He volunteered his time, talents and expertise to help the parish 
     negotiate the various contracts and became in effect the volunteer project overseer, helping us 

 make good decisions and saving us tens of thousands of dollars along the way.  We also had great input  
 from parishioners who made up  
  an ad hoc building committee 
The search was on for an  

archi.tect but in the meantime we involved   
students from the architect classes at Division Ave 
and MacArthur High school to help us imagine 
what the new lobby could look like. 
 
 
 

Some members of our building committee.



Grand Opening

We interviewed a number of promising architects and chose Frank G. Relf Architect 
 as the architectural firm who would design and guide us through our project.  
Gianna Turco was our lead architect throughout the project. 
 
We first turned our attention to the tower that had been leaking and filled with 
mold and rust almost since its construction in 1985. Panzner Demolition was 
hired to take it down. While it was now a bit harder to find the church on  
Hempstead Turnpike with the tower gone, parishioners had weighed the pros   
and cons of trying yet again to repair it at considerable expense and the  
consensus was that it would be better to take it down altogether. 
 

The new design would incorporate a steeple and 
some other elements from the old white church building that was 
destroyed in a fire in 1970. Instead of facing the Turnpike, the 
new entrance would face the parking lot where most people 
would be walking from. The new lobby would be in the style of 
a cloister walk — familiar to Saint Bernard, the monastic  
reformer, himself. It allows people to walk from the busy-ness of 
the outside world and gradually enter into the spiritual sanctuary 
of the church. The lobby would also have a space for a  
receptionist on Sundays so people wouldn’t need to go to the 
rectory for Mass cards and other services. 

Frank Relf

Gianna Turco

Groundbreaking for the new lobby took place on November 13, 2022 at all Masses.

Gr!ndbreaking at the 10am Mass

After considering several contractors, the firm of West-Rac Contracting Corp was chosen. We are  
grateful to Steve Cuomo, Director of Construction, Diana LaRocca, Project Manager, and Vince  
Marino, Project Superintendent for managing all the subcontractors and handling the challenges  
that we faced along the way. 



Grand Opening

Foundation Day • December 11, 2022
One of the more moving experiences of the construction was when parishioners brought stones 
with their names on it and put them into the foundation of the new 
lobby before the concrete was poured. These names are now forever 
connected physically in our church! 
 

We encountered a financial challenge along the way. Fire Marshall 
requirements to install a new $150,000 alarm system and post-covid 
material cost increases had us looking for sources of funding that 
would help us pay for the project. We sold the Salem Lane house 
for $305,000 but had to reconstruct the Salem Lane entrance to 
allow for proper property size at the sale. The diocesan Mission  
Assistance Corporation gave is a grant for another $300,000 and 
we turned to parishioners again to raise an additional $300,000 —  
a goal almost met on the day of the formal Grand Opening.

Diana & Steve 
from WestRac



Grand Opening

One of the more dramatic moments happened on the day the steeple was raised onto the church 
building.  The steeple lights up at night, and now bells can be heard throughout the  
neighborhood because of the digital bells system. The bells currently ring every hour from 8am 
to 8pm and funeral tolls and joyful peals can also be heard at special moments, such as  
weddings. The bell system is the gift of parishioner Dennis Dunne. Church bells are a  
traditional way to invite people to pray throughout the day. 

Steeple Day • March 21, 2023

The project would not have been possible without the help of parishioners and friends who donated their 
time and talents behind the scenes. Charlie Tuzzolo coordinated the wiring of many new aspects of the  
addition: the steeple, the electronic door locks, the monitors, the speakers, etc. He was ably assisted by his 
nephew and Ron Villa and Jim Caiafa. Other electric work was donated by Rich Brzeski. We had good 

guidance with the choice of colors for the lobby from interior designer Dee Alejandro, and Al Lemus donated the painting of 
the ceiling. Members of our Spanish Community led by Juan Miguel Reyes and Fredy Lemus provided services along the way  
including installation of the bell speakers in the steeple, construction of the temporary wall while we were using the side  
entrance as our main entrance, the construction of the receptionist area and new confessional, and Jose Sandoval assisted with 
the removal of the old shrubs and the planting of the new landscaping.. Mike Bach of American Lock discounted the electronic 
locks on the main doors and Tony Iannucci and crew from DLI contracting did an amazing job of installing the bricks and 
building the pedestal for the Saint Bernard statue. Bill Maher and Todd Siemers have been hard at work building the  
receptionist desk. Throughout it all, our multi-talented Facilities Manager Dimas Carbojal filled in whenever needed with his 
faithful assistants Altamesh and Gary and every step of construction was under the watchful eye of our sacristan Rose Marie  
Rotondo. Many thanks to our secretary Diane Waldhoff who coordinated our fundraising efforts and the parish pastoral staff 
who were involved from the initial planning. (To be continued next week.) 
 


