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Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

Homily of Bishop Barres 

St. Agnes Cathedral 

July 29, 2026 
As I travel to our 131 parishes from Elmont to Montauk to celebrate Mass, I love 
praying the statues, the stained glass and the architecture in our parish churches.  As 
we know, religious art is a powerful commentary on the Word of God. 

Periodically, I will come over in the afternoon here at the Cathedral of St. Agnes to 
pray the strategically and beautifully placed stained glass. 

I love the special area in St. Therese of Lisieux parish in Montauk dedicated to St. 
Therese, her parents St. Louis and St. Zelie and the great women Carmelite saints. 

I marvel at the reredos behind the Altar in the Chapel at Immaculate Conception 
seminary in Lloyd’s harbor and especially love the presentation in one of the panels 
of the lowering of the paralytic from the roof to Jesus. 

I love the statues in St. Joseph’s Church in Garden City and I always stop at the 
beautiful statue of St. John Vianney to ask for a rich harvest of vocations to the 
priesthood on Long Island and the Universal Church. 

I recently rediscovered a unique piece of stained glass in St. Martha’s Church in 
Uniondale.  If you look above the Altar, captured in stained glass is the scene 
described in the 10th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, verses 38-42.  
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It captures, I think, two moments in the Gospel narrative simultaneously.   

The stained glass captures the precise moment when Martha, holding a large basket 
of apples on her shoulder (a symbol of her frenetic spirit of hospitality),  is 
complaining about her sister Mary to Jesus: “Lord, do you not care that my sister 
has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me.”  She is literally looking 
at our Lord while pointing down critically at her sister Mary!   

Simultaneously, the stained glass captures Our Lord’s response to Mary.  He has his 
left hand raised as if to interrupt Martha’s complaining and he says: “Martha, Martha, 
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you are anxious and worried about many things.  There is need of only one thing.  
Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”  

The beautiful punchline of the stained glass is that Mary is seated looking up 
contemplatively and enraptured into the radiant face of Jesus and Jesus is looking 
down intently at Mary. 

Mary seems to be oblivious to her sister Martha’s complaining so captured is she by 
the radiant face of Jesus. 

Both Jesus and Mary together seem almost to be ignoring Martha even as Jesus 
reprimands her.   

As stained glass, it is a masterful and subtle commentary on the Gospel. 

As I prayed the stained glass, I found myself at the same time laughing because it 
captures beautifully the complaining, carping and criticizing that happens between 
sisters in families and between family members generally – and it was all done in 
front of the Lord! 

The next time, probably later today, that you find yourself criticizing your spouse, 
your son or your daughter, your sister or your brother, your father or your mother, 
your aunt, uncle or cousin, remember this piece of stained glass and remember with 
Mary to “choose the better part!” 

In 2021, you may remember that Pope Francis added Saint Mary and Saint Lazarus 
to what previously had been the Obligatory Memorial of Saint Martha. 

So, this Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus is a celebration for siblings 
and how siblings encounter Christ together and influence and inspire each other to 
holiness. 

The other gospel option for today is the raising of Lazarus from John 11:19-27.   

You have to love Martha.  This time she is complaining not about her sister Mary 
but about Jesus to Jesus Himself!   

She says: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”   

A less polite version would be: “Jesus, where the heck were you!”   

But then she goes on to say: “But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
God will give you.” 



4 
 

 

And Jesus responds: “Your brother will rise…I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and anyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die.” 

In the presence of Lazarus’ sisters, Martha and Mary, Jesus tells Lazarus to “come 
forth” from his tomb as he calls us to come forth from sin and the shadows cast in 
our lives by the Prince of Darkness. 

He truly is the Resurrection and the Life for all of us and for our families in every 
moment of Salvation history! 

In his 2016 Apostolic Exhortation on Marriage and Family Life, Amoris Laetitia 21-
22, Pope Francis powerfully and with purpose traces the presence of Jesus to a wide 
range of families in the four gospels.   

He writes: “Jesus himself was born into a modest family that soon had to flee to a 
foreign land. He visits the home of Peter, whose mother-in-law is ill (cf. Mk 1:30-
31) and shows sympathy upon hearing of deaths in the homes of Jairus and Lazarus 
(cf. Mk 5:22-24, 35-43; Jn 11:1-44). He hears the desperate wailing of the widow of 
Nain for her dead son (cf. Lk 7:11-15) and heeds the plea of the father of an epileptic 
child in a small country town (cf. Mk 9:17-27). He goes to the homes of tax 
collectors like Matthew and Zacchaeus (cf. Mt 9:9-13; Lk 19:1-10), and speaks to 
sinners like the woman in the house of Simon the Pharisee (cf. Lk 7:36-50). Jesus 
knows the anxieties and tensions experienced by families and he weaves them into 
his parables: children who leave home to seek adventure (cf. Lk 15:11-32), or who 
prove troublesome (Mt 21:28-31) or fall prey to violence (Mk 12:1-9). He is also 
sensitive to the embarrassment caused by the lack of wine at a wedding feast (Jn 2:1-
10), the failure of guests to come to a banquet (Mt 22:1-10), and the anxiety of a 
poor family over the loss of a coin (Lk 15:8-10). In this brief review, we can see that 
the word of God is not a series of abstract ideas but rather a source of comfort and 
companionship for every family that experiences difficulties or suffering. For it 
shows them the goal of their journey, when God ‘will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying 
nor pain any more’ (Rev 21:4).” 

In tracing Our Lord’s presence to families in the Gospel, Pope Francis was sending 
us all a message.   
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Jesus is powerfully and truly present to our families today and always.  Jesus is the 
heart of all our families no matter the time, the place or the season in the life of our 
family – no matter the tensions, dysfunctions, estrangements and misunderstandings. 

It was Pope Francis who said at the World Meeting of Families in 2015 in 
Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly Affection, that “Families 
transform the World and History.” 

Let’s each one of us today ask the Resurrection and the Life to help our families and 
to lead us all together to Heaven. 

Let’s ask the intercession of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus to intercede for us as 
we give God thanks for our siblings, our brothers and sisters.  

Let’s review our history with our siblings and pray for them.   

Let’s treasure them in our minds, hearts and souls and help them to carry their 
Crosses in this life as they help us to carry our Crosses. 

Together with them, let’s embrace ever more deeply our baptismal call to holiness 
and mission  

Let’s remember the homes we grew up in together and remember that our memories 
of those homes are meant to stir into flame our desire for our true and everlasting 
Home in Heaven. 

 

 

 

 


